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OPERATION " FIRST LOOK 09" 

A weekend exercise for Basic Cadets of the Squadron was held over the period of 5-6 September 2009.  

LOCATION 

The exercise was conducted in the Mangamingi Valley, in the Waitotara Valley.   
 
TRANSPORT 
Two vans and a trailer were loaned from Central Office.  Squadron Leader Murray Cleveland and Pilot 
Officer Ruth Bourne uplifted the vehicles.  Pilot Officer Smith and myself drove the vans to and from the 
exercise with Squadron Leader Cleveland taking his ute.  The vehicles were used on a “full out”, “full back” 
basis. 
 
EQUIPMENT 
Tents, axes, shovels, ropes and other equipment were supplied from No.9's store. 

MESSING 

All rationing was sourced locally 

TRAINING 

An updated copy of the training programme is attached.  There were some minor changes to this programme 
which are covered below. 
 

Saturday 05-09-09 

Majority at ATC just after 0800.  Into their respective sections and gear checked, trailer packed and we 
departed. 
 
Once parked in the paddock next to the Marae the group food and equipment was distributed, Squadron 
Leader Cleveland conducted a briefing for walking in including timings and where we were going. Miss 
Smith, Warrant Officer Tammy Hay and myself heading in ahead of the cadets to place some marker along 
the way, to check the area for placements of the sections and to identify any hazards.   
 
Once everybody was at the clearing Squadron Leader Cleveland ran the briefing followed by the sections 
moving to their respective campsites.  The NCO’s conducted their lecturettes and the   sections completed a 
reece’d, pitched their tents and started collecting firewood.  Lunch and the continuation of collecting firewood 
and setting up the campsite. 
We moved back out down the valley and commenced the ground to air signalling exercise under the control 
of Squadron Leader Cleveland.   Pilot Officers Smith and Bourne conducted the afternoon exercise on traps 
and snares the rest of the staff started setting up the confidence course with the assistance of some of the 
SNCO’s.  Late in the afternoon the discussion on how to use the Squadron ration pack was carried out. 



Pilot Office Ruth Bourne, Corporal Sean Thompson, Flight 
Sergeant Aaron Sheild and Sergeant Jason Anderson looking at 

the “twitch up” strap as part of the traps and snares exercise. 

Flight Sergeant Aaron Sheild, Warrant officer Tammy Hay and Flight 
Sergeant Tim Shepherd making the signal fire produce white smoke. 

 
After the evening meal the 
night exercise was held using 
the main briefing area, and 
once the full moon had risen 
this did not assist the cadets in 
their attempts to infiltrate.  
Final debrief of the day with 
times advised for Sunday, 
then back to their respective 
sections for a drink, lights 
out, with the staff completing 
the final check of the cadets 
for the day all were in bed. 
 

Sunday 06.09.09 

All up by just after 0700 and 
breakfast under way, with the 
staff ready to assist if the fire 
lighting was not successful. 
 
A check of the traps and snares with one of the groups building a trap in the creek that had not been seen 
before.  The cadets had put a lot of thought into their traps which was pleasing to see.  Consideration was also 
given on how to improve these for the future. The area tidied and we returned to the briefing area where WO 
Hay conducted a Spot and seek exercise.  Short snack break and the staff ensured all cadets had completed the 
30 second “hanging test”. 
 
All assembled at the confidence course 
which was completed in their groups and 
was tackled with great deal of 
enthusiasm and thought into some of the 
challenges.  A staff member was at each of 
the obstacles, or the Warrant Officer or 
one of the two Flight Sergeants.  In these 
cases I remained close at hand to assist.   
This provided another opportunity for 
these SNCO’s to develop their 
leadership. 
Cadets returned to their sections and 
started to clean up, have lunch, staff 
inspection of the section camp sites.  The 
clean was quicker than in the past, due to 
the fine weather and following the 

debrief by the staff we departed in the 
groups for the road.  Trailer packed, 
boots of and into boxes, cadets into the 
vans and we arrived back in Wanganui 
half an hour earlier than planned. 
 
 
 
 



Equipment returned to the store, tents laid out in No.4 Lecture room as the Army garages are in use for an 
exercise, van cleaned and cadets then were able to go home. 
 
Squadron Leader Cleveland, Pilot Officer Smith and Pilot Officer Bourne returned the vans to Ohakea and I 
remained until the last cadet was picked up just on 1700. 
 

GENERAL 

An excellent exercise and we achieved several aims and objectives: 
·  Provided an opportunity for the Basic Cadets to put into practice what they had learnt in the classroom. 
·  Experience a short, 20-30 minute walk with a group. 
·  Practical fire lighting as this has been identified as an area of need. 
·  Having a high level of NCO’s did assist in the running of the exercise, although there is a need to balance 

their numbers as if too many can lead to an imbalance of the preferred ratio’s. 
 
The basic skills of bushcraft were taught well on this exercise, with a wide range of cadet’s prior knowledge 
being seen.  The knowledge and skills gained by these cadets will be built on in future exercises.  
 
 
 
  
Squadron Leader C H Quirk,  NZCF 
8 September 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Group 2 of Section 2 walking out.  L-R: Corporal Emma McMillan Cadet 
Brock Nyenhuis, Cadet Evan Thomas and Sergeant Timothy Clark. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Team Photo” 



 
 
Confidence Course 

 
 

Above Left: Group 2 of Section completing the “wall” 
Above Right: Cadet Patrick Richardson on the Burma Bridge while Warrant Officer Tammy Hay watches. 
Below: Cadet Hinewai Powhare-Anderson completing the “Post mans Walk” while Pilot Officer Jason Smith, 
(front) and Sergeant Even Anderson (rear) are ready to provide support should she fall. 


